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W H I T M A N

$440,160
tax override
goes before
voters today
By Erin Shannon
ENTERPRISE STAFF WRITER

Residents will go to the polls today to
vote on a $440,160 Proposition 21/2
override to fund Whitman-Hanson Re-
gional School District operations for
fiscal year 2013, which starts July 1.

The Whitman-Hanson Regional
School Committee is proposing an op-
erating budget of $43.9 million for next
year, an increase of about $800,000
from this year’s budget figure.

If the override is approved, the owner
of the average single-family home in
town – one valued at $264,492 – will
pay $88.68 a year in additional taxes.

If the override fails, Whitman would
have to present a new budget that would
be presented at another town meeting,
Town Administrator Frank Lynam
said.

Voting will take place from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m. at Town Hall.

Erin Shannon may be reached at
eshannon@enterprisenews.com.

Recent rains
douse fears
of drought
conditions
this summer
By Sara Feijo
THE PATRIOT LEDGER

BOSTON – A steady supply of rainy
days this spring has alleviated drought
conditions, but restrictions on outdoor
water use remain in effect in some
South Shore towns.

Despite the rainfall, a half-dozen lo-
cal communities – Braintree, Cohasset,
Halifax, Plymouth, Scituate and Sharon
– have not lifted their mandatory re-
strictions, wanting to ensure that water
supplies stay adequate.

Stoughton, Kingston and Duxbury
have voluntary restrictions on outdoor
water use.

Because of dearth of precipitation ear-
ly this year, the South Shore was below
average in rainfall and melted snow.

“It has been a very good thing to have
this level of rain” more recently, Na-
tional Weather Service hydrologist
Nicole Belk said.

Before the recent rainfall, the water
levels in the four wells that provide
drinking water for Hanover – Pond
Street, Hanover Street, Riverside Drive
and Broadway – were below average
for this time of the year, said Doug
Billings, water supervisor for the
town’s public works department. The
levels are now about where they nor-
mally are.

The Accord Pond Reservoir, which
serves Hingham and Hull, still contains
less water than it typically does at this
time of year, said Aquarion Water Co. di-
rector of supply operations John Walsh.

Other reservoirs and wells that serve
South Shore communities, such as the
Aaron River Reservoir, the Plymouth-
Carver Aquifer and the Massachusetts
Water Resources Authority’s Quabbin
Reservoir are reported to be in good
condition.

“There is no chance of a water
drought this year,” Massachusetts Wa-
ter Resources Authority communica-
tions director Ria Convery said.

M A R S H F I E L D

‘Every day is a battle’
Rare disorder strikes two boys in Vitelli family

YOUR
EXTRA IN

By Maureen McCarthy
THE PATRIOT LEDGER

J
ennifer and Michael Vitelli put their four
sons to bed as usual one night last
September. The boys said their prayers and
their parents tucked them in and kissed
them good night.

The next morning, their lives changed
abruptly.

The couple’s oldest son, Gino, 9, woke up unable
to perform routine activities. He couldn’t brush his
teeth or tie his shoes without assistance and the
tone of his voice changed.

The couple sought medical attention for him, but
Gino’s condition worsened in the days and weeks
to follow. The third-grader was overcome with anx-
iety, fear and terror. He experienced insomnia, sen-
sory sensitivities, age regression and the onset of
Obsessive Compulsive Disorder-like behaviors, tics
and Tourette syndrome.

“(Gino) started compulsively cracking his joints
... again and again for hours on end,” said Jennifer
Vitelli, 41, describing the intensity of her son’s

condition.
By early October and under the care of his local

pediatrician, Gino was diagnosed with Pediatric
Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorder Associat-
ed with Streptococci or PANDAS.

The disorder, a clinical diagnosis still being de-
bated in medical circles, is said
to be a sudden onset of Obses-
sive Compulsive Disorder-like
behaviors and tics disorders that
worsen following the aftermath
of a bacterial infection such as
“Strep throat” and Scarlet Fever.

Researchers believe that the antibodies that typi-
cally fight infection, attack part of the brain instead
and treatment typically calls for a course of antibi-
otics to fight the infectious trigger.

Gino was treated with antibiotics due to an im-
munodeficiency disorder – the body’s inability to
fight infection, his symptoms continue to wax and
wane.

The Vitelli family’s medical journey was magni-
fied when younger brother Luca, 8, who also has

an immunodeficiency disorder, tested positive for

the presence of strep and was diagnosed with PAN-

DAS in January.

The Vitellis are working with a team of physi-

cians – which includes their local pediatrician, spe-

cialists at Massachusetts General Hospital in Bos-

ton and a New Jersey-based child neurologist – in

an effort to identify an effective treatment.

Both boys continue to struggle daily and take

multiple medications to help stabilize their condi-

tion until a cure is found.

“Every day is a battle for them, and they face it

head on,” Jennifer Vitelli said.

A fundraiser will be held June 21 at Granite

Links Golf Club in Quincy to help the Vitelli fami-

ly with medical costs.

“Life is really hard right now,” Jennifer Vitelli

said. “But the outpouring of support has been hum-

bling.”

For event and donation information, visit

friendsofthevitellifamily.myevent.com.

AMELIA KUNHARDT/THE PATRIOT LEDGER
� Michael and Jennifer Vitelli with sons Luca, 8, left, Antonio, 6, Sal, 2, and Gino, 9, at their Marshfield home. Gino and Luca have been diagnosed with
PANDAS – Pediatric Autoimmune Neuropsychiatric Disorder Associated with Streptococcus.

C
alling all poets

On Thursday, June 28, The Patriot Ledger will salute its history with a special edition designed

and written in the style of our 19th-century roots. Then, as now, reader contributions were

highlighted in our pages. Of special note were short poems. We’re soliciting contributions

of poetry to include in this keepsake issue. Please send poems no longer than 30 lines

to newsroom@ledger.com and put POEM in the subject line. Deadline is June 18.

Or mail us: The Patriot Ledger, ATTN: POEMS, 400 Crown Colony Park Drive, Quincy, 02269.

SEA DOGS AT SEA
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� Fisherman Paul Unangst and Neely head for his boat “Destiny” moored in Green Harbor, Marshfield.

Q U I N C Y

GOP city committee
schedules barbecue

The Quincy Republican City Committee
will sponsor its second annual “Kick-off to
Summer Barbecue” on June 21 at the Best
Western Adams Inn.

The event will be held from 6 to 9 p.m. at

the hotel’s waterfront gazebo at 29 Hancock

St.

Guests will include Republican National

Committeeman Ron Kaufman and former

gubernatorial candidate Charlie Baker.

The menu includes hamburgers, hot dogs,

salad, corn on the cob, potato salad, corn-

bread, watermelon and dessert. There will

also be a silent auction.

Tickets are $40 per person and may be

purchased online at quincymassgop.com.

For more information, call 617-429-3080

or visit quincymassgop.com.


